
Page 206 TITLE 50—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE § 1547 

war or specific statutory authorization shall be 
considered in accordance with the procedures of 
section 601(b) of the International Security As-
sistance and Arms Export Control Act of 1976, 
except that any such resolution or bill shall be 
amendable. If such a joint resolution or bill 
should be vetoed by the President, the time for 
debate in consideration of the veto message on 
such measure shall be limited to twenty hours 
in the Senate and in the House shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the Rules of the 
House. 

(Pub. L. 98–164, title X, § 1013, Nov. 22, 1983, 97 
Stat. 1062.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 601(b) of the International Security Assist-

ance and Arms Export Control Act of 1976, referred to 

in text, is section 601(b) of Pub. L. 94–329, title VI, June 

30, 1976, 90 Stat. 765, which was not classified to the 

Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of 

State Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1984 and 1985, 

and not as part of the War Powers Resolution which 

comprises this chapter. 

§ 1547. Interpretation of joint resolution 

(a) Inferences from any law or treaty 

Authority to introduce United States Armed 
Forces into hostilities or into situations where-
in involvement in hostilities is clearly indicated 
by the circumstances shall not be inferred— 

(1) from any provision of law (whether or not 
in effect before November 7, 1973), including 
any provision contained in any appropriation 
Act, unless such provision specifically author-
izes the introduction of United States Armed 
Forces into hostilities or into such situations 
and states that it is intended to constitute 
specific statutory authorization within the 
meaning of this chapter; or 

(2) from any treaty heretofore or hereafter 
ratified unless such treaty is implemented by 
legislation specifically authorizing the intro-
duction of United States Armed Forces into 
hostilities or into such situations and stating 
that it is intended to constitute specific statu-
tory authorization within the meaning of this 
chapter. 

(b) Joint headquarters operations of high-level 
military commands 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
require any further specific statutory authoriza-
tion to permit members of United States Armed 
Forces to participate jointly with members of 
the armed forces of one or more foreign coun-
tries in the headquarters operations of high- 
level military commands which were established 
prior to November 7, 1973, and pursuant to the 
United Nations Charter or any treaty ratified by 
the United States prior to such date. 

(c) Introduction of United States Armed Forces 

For purposes of this chapter, the term ‘‘intro-
duction of United States Armed Forces’’ in-
cludes the assignment of members of such armed 
forces to command, coordinate, participate in 
the movement of, or accompany the regular or 
irregular military forces of any foreign country 

or government when such military forces are en-
gaged, or there exists an imminent threat that 
such forces will become engaged, in hostilities. 

(d) Constitutional authorities or existing treaties 
unaffected; construction against grant of 
Presidential authority respecting use of 
United States Armed Forces 

Nothing in this chapter— 
(1) is intended to alter the constitutional au-

thority of the Congress or of the President, or 
the provisions of existing treaties; or 

(2) shall be construed as granting any au-
thority to the President with respect to the 
introduction of United States Armed Forces 
into hostilities or into situations wherein in-
volvement in hostilities is clearly indicated by 
the circumstances which authority he would 
not have had in the absence of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 8, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 558.) 

§ 1548. Separability 

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the chapter and 
the application of such provision to any other 
person or circumstance shall not be affected 
thereby. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 9, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 559.) 

CHAPTER 34—NATIONAL EMERGENCIES 

SUBCHAPTER I—TERMINATING EXISTING 

DECLARED EMERGENCIES 

Sec. 

1601. Termination of existing declared emer-

gencies. 

SUBCHAPTER II—DECLARATIONS OF FUTURE 

NATIONAL EMERGENCIES 

1621. Declaration of national emergency by Presi-

dent; publication in Federal Register; effect 

on other laws; superseding legislation. 

1622. National emergencies. 

(a) Termination methods. 

(b) Termination review of national emer-

gencies by Congress. 

(c) Joint resolution; referral to Congres-

sional committees; conference com-

mittee in event of disagreement; fil-

ing of report; termination procedure 

deemed part of rules of House and 

Senate. 

(d) Automatic termination of national 

emergency; continuation notice 

from President to Congress; publi-

cation in Federal Register. 

SUBCHAPTER III—EXERCISE OF EMERGENCY 

POWERS AND AUTHORITIES 

1631. Declaration of national emergency by Execu-
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tions; transmittal to Congress. 
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Sec. 

(c) Expenditures during national emer-

gency; Presidential reports to Con-

gress. 

SUBCHAPTER V—APPLICATION TO POWERS AND 

AUTHORITIES OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF LAW 

AND ACTIONS TAKEN THEREUNDER 

1651. Other laws, powers and authorities conferred 

thereby, and actions taken thereunder; Con-

gressional studies. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 1706 of this title; 

title 10 sections 2662, 2808; title 30 section 185; title 33 

section 2293. 

SUBCHAPTER I—TERMINATING EXISTING 
DECLARED EMERGENCIES 

§ 1601. Termination of existing declared emer-
gencies 

(a) All powers and authorities possessed by the 
President, any other officer or employee of the 
Federal Government, or any executive agency, 
as defined in section 105 of title 5, as a result of 
the existence of any declaration of national 
emergency in effect on September 14, 1976, are 
terminated two years from September 14, 1976. 
Such termination shall not affect— 

(1) any action taken or proceeding pending 
not finally concluded or determined on such 
date; 

(2) any action or proceeding based on any act 
committed prior to such date; or 

(3) any rights or duties that matured or pen-
alties that were incurred prior to such date. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, the words 
‘‘any national emergency in effect’’ means a 
general declaration of emergency made by the 
President. 

(Pub. L. 94–412, title I, § 101, Sept. 14, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1255.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 94–412 provided: ‘‘That this Act 

[enacting this chapter, amending section 1481 of Title 8, 

Aliens and Nationality, and section 2667 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces, repealing section 249 of Title 12, Banks 

and Banking, section 831d of Title 16, Conservation, sec-

tion 1383 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, 

section 211b of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 

and section 1742 of the Appendix to this title, and en-

acting provisions set out below] may be cited as the 

‘National Emergencies Act’.’’ 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section 501(h) of Pub. L. 94–412 provided that: ‘‘This 

section [amending section 1481 of Title 8, Aliens and 

Nationality and section 2667 of Title 10, Armed Forces, 

and repealing section 249 of Title 12, Banks and Bank-

ing, section 831d of Title 16, Conservation, section 1383 

of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and section 

211b of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare] shall 

not affect— 

‘‘(1) any action taken or proceeding pending not fi-

nally concluded or determined at the time of repeal; 

‘‘(2) any action or proceeding based on any act com-

mittee prior to repeal; or 

‘‘(3) any rights or duties that matured or penalties 

that were incurred prior to repeal.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1706 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER II—DECLARATIONS OF 
FUTURE NATIONAL EMERGENCIES 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in section 1706 of this 

title; title 10 sections 123, 527, 12006; title 42 section 

8374. 

§ 1621. Declaration of national emergency by 
President; publication in Federal Register; 
effect on other laws; superseding legislation 

(a) With respect to Acts of Congress authoriz-
ing the exercise, during the period of a national 
emergency, of any special or extraordinary 
power, the President is authorized to declare 
such national emergency. Such proclamation 
shall immediately be transmitted to the Con-
gress and published in the Federal Register. 

(b) Any provisions of law conferring powers 
and authorities to be exercised during a national 
emergency shall be effective and remain in ef-
fect (1) only when the President (in accordance 
with subsection (a) of this section), specifically 
declares a national emergency, and (2) only in 
accordance with this chapter. No law enacted 
after September 14, 1976, shall supersede this 
subchapter unless it does so in specific terms, 
referring to this subchapter, and declaring that 
the new law supersedes the provisions of this 
subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 94–412, title II, § 201, Sept. 14, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1255.) 

§ 1622. National emergencies 

(a) Termination methods 

Any national emergency declared by the 
President in accordance with this subchapter 
shall terminate if— 

(1) there is enacted into law a joint resolu-
tion terminating the emergency; or 

(2) the President issues a proclamation ter-
minating the emergency. 

Any national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent shall be terminated on the date specified in 
any joint resolution referred to in clause (1) or 
on the date specified in a proclamation by the 
President terminating the emergency as pro-
vided in clause (2) of this subsection, whichever 
date is earlier, and any powers or authorities ex-
ercised by reason of said emergency shall cease 
to be exercised after such specified date, except 
that such termination shall not affect— 

(A) any action taken or proceeding pending 
not finally concluded or determined on such 
date; 

(B) any action or proceeding based on any 
act committed prior to such date; or 

(C) any rights or duties that matured or pen-
alties that were incurred prior to such date. 

(b) Termination review of national emergencies 
by Congress 

Not later than six months after a national 
emergency is declared, and not later than the 
end of each six-month period thereafter that 
such emergency continues, each House of Con-
gress shall meet to consider a vote on a joint 
resolution to determine whether that emergency 
shall be terminated. 


